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Mr, Pocockc tries to prove that Greece Itself was an
Indian colony, Though Hindu tradition also says some-
thing of the kind, yet the point' is still open to grave
doubt. However, there are clear proofs of an Indo-
Hellenic intercourse from the earliest limes. We have
already spoken of the Indian Colonies on the shores of
the Black Sea, Indian mercenaries served in the ranks
of Persian and European armies. Indian scholars and
merchants lived in the Persian courts and with Haran-mr
Rashid. of happy memory. Itinerant Hindu ascetics
also used to travel over a considerable part of the then
known world^ converting distant shrines into places of
Hindu pilgrimage.

HINDUS IN AFBICA,
Hindu knowledge of Africa as a continent 1$ little*
However, it appears that Hindus were well acquainted
with some partis of North Africa* There are proofs to
show that Ancient Egypt had social, political and com-
mercial relations with Aocicot India, There are clear
proofs of the Hindus going to Carthage on tradc9
Before 252 B, Cs the Romao General Metelus Celer and
the Carthaginian General Asdrtibal fought fiercely on
the island of Sicily* In it, the Carthaginians suffered
much. Some Indian elephants and their drivers on the
Carthaginian side were killed and some captured by
the Romans.
This- shows that Hindu mahouts used to go to Africa
Europe where they settled oo service. Pliny also